General Suijects Section
ACADEMIC DEPARTMENT
THE INFANTRY SCHOOL

Fort Benning, Georgia

ADVANCED INFANTRY OFFICERS COURSE
' 1948 - 1949

OPERATIONS OF COMPANY mC™ (REINFORCED), 126TH INFANTRY,
(32ND INFANTRY DIVISION) IN A SEPARATE ACTICN IN THR
AGNO VALLEY, IUZON, P.I., 30 JULY ~ 6 AUGUST 1945
' (LUZON CAMPAIGN)
(Personal Experience of a Company Commander)

Type of operation deseribed: INFANTRY AND GHERRILIA UNITS
IN MOURTAINOUS TERRATN

Captain Charles H.'Kbderiéh, Infantry
ADVANCED INFANTRY OFFICERS CLASS NC 2

Tl




TABLE OF CONTENTS

PAGE

INAOX cuvevccnvcncencessrascaananssocosaseescsssccess
Bibliography ...vesceccosscsnessscscassscassssanansse
Intreduction Y N
The General S1tuation ...eecesesssesosescscscsccverses

The T&ﬂk Force Planr R AP A AN I IR IO RN RGO ORI AS

.\bﬂrwm;.-

. The Start Into the 'Valler CEBBIAGIBITEIIBNIBEGINBGeRS
- The Last DAY ssassecncsscssssscesescsacsasvssssssonce 21
Ana13'818 and critiﬂiam LA A E R NEEE L EENERENEENE NENNNENY RN 2&'

Lessons (A AN ERNE REN IR RS RN ERSE RSN BT EENNENE NN RN EENYENY N ] 27

Map A - Tuzon P, I.

Map B - Upper Agno Valley
Map C - Adacay to Lutab, 31 July to 2 August

Map D

]

Adaosy to Luteb, 3 August to 4 August

Map E - Kabayan to Buguias, 4 and 5 August

L]

({Maps B, C, D, E -- Form lines at 500 foot intervals)



A=1

A-3

NOTE:

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Sixth Army History

‘U.8., Army, Sixth Army (TIS Library)

13,000 Hours
2773 Engineers (Fileld Printing)

Diary and Notes

lst Sgt Nicholas D, Petron
(Temporarily in possession of author on loan}

The 32nd Infantry Division history has not as yet
been published and no other source materiel was
available, However, statements and facts were
checked with Captain John H., Murphy, Advanced
Claas, TIS, former Adjutant, 127th Infanﬁry and'
Lt. R. J. Peterson, Assocclate Basic Class, TIS,
former T & R Platoon Leader, 127th Inraﬁtry.

PSRN



OPERATIGHB OF UCMPANY nC* (REINFORCED), 126TH INFAHmY,
{32ND INFANTRY DIVISION) IN A SEPARATE ACTION IN THE
AGNO VALIEY, LUZON, P,I., 30 JULY - 6 AUGUST 1945
(EUZON CAMPAIGN)
(Personal Experienee of a Company cummander)
INTRODUCTION
This monograph covers the operation of a very small Task
Force, Task Force Farmer -- composed of Company ¢, 1l26th Infantry,
32nd Infantry Division, reinforced in the battle for the Hoﬁqtain

Province, Luzon, Philippine Islands, 30 July - 6 August 1945,

The events which preceded this operation were the usual ones
for a Papific_campaign. Eerly in January 19#5; General MacArthur's
forces had returned t; Luzon, maln island of the Republic of the
Philippines,

The Sixth Army followed by the Eighth Army had landed and
seized initially the low open country near the beaches, (1) The
Japanese, employing delaying action, had withdrawn to'the'rugged
hill masses to make thelr traditional last stahd. The pattern
set so many times before was toc be used again, It was: to drive
wedges into the enemy's poaition; to push them further 'back into
the hills; to out his pockets of resistance into even smaller
pieces; to overwhelm some and leave others to die of {isease
and starvetion in the high and unfriendly jungle mounteins, (1)

By July 1945, this plan hed been almost completed and there
were but a rew'large pockets remaining, One of these large |
pockets of troops was under the command of Genersl Nishiyama in
the Carabelle mountains and it conteined the inffamous General

Yamashita, (See Map A)

(1) A-1; Charts 51 and 59



THE GENERAL SITUATTON

Pressure had been applied to-both sides of this pocket by
elements of the 6th, 25th and 3204 Divisions on the South and
East operating along Highway 5; and by elements of the 32nd and

~33rd Divisions on the North and West, with a regiment of the 32nd,

e

operating from Baguio, the country's summer capitol, These enemy
troops were oonfinad to the highest mountains on Luzon and iﬁ the
most diffiocult and rugged terrain, One malin highway ran through
the western portion; (see Maps A and B) this road ocut through a
series of high ﬁassas and gaps; it doubled and curved baek in
many places_anﬁ often had stretches that twisted over iO kilow-
meters to go forward a scant 2, Brilgasdier General Charles B,
Lyman commanded or exerclsed control over the forces engaged in
opéning the highway, 1In pqrt they consisted of the 127th RCT,
lst Battalion, 126th Infantry, and 66th Infantry (Filipino Army)
and numerous guerrilla and Fllipino Army Forces generslly celled
"Force Volckmann®", The general plan of the troops on the North
was as foliows: 127th RCT would attack north up the highway from
Baguio and meet the 66th Infantry advancing South down the high-
wey, Small Guerrilla units and Filipino Army units up to
Battallon size would be used as far as practicable as attachments
or in some cases for minor individual tasks., Because of the
terrain, the 127th would attack for the most pert in column of
Battalions and hoped to effect a meeting with the 56th just south
of Bugulas, The lst Battalion, 126th was in reserve in Bagulo,
(2) | f |

On July 25, A Company, 126th, was alerted for the mission of
guarding the 127th Infantry's line of supply along the highway,

(2) Personal knowledge, Statement of Captain John H. Murphy,
Adjutant, 127th Infantry,



They moved out on the 26th., B Company, with a smail Guerrillia
unit attached, was moved on the 27th to the vicinity of Bokod.
as additional security for the resr and right flank of the Regi-
ment slowly advancing up the highway. (3)

By the 28th of July, the 127th had.passed Balangbang Pass
(see Map B) at which point the highway ran parallel to the Agno
valley for some 40 kilometers, The valléy qontaineﬂ numerous
rice fields and many smsll barrlos or towns; they would be any-
thing from a dozen native huts to a 100 freme houses bullt on
stilts., Intelligence reports were scanty but Japaneée activity
had been noted in the Valley by 127th patrols on the high ground
that over looked the valley (see Map B) and the natives hadlgliB”F‘
evacuated, (The natives confirmed the reports of the 127th édtrol
but their opinions were confliéting; éﬁilgéﬁ as meny estimates of
Japanese strength or sactivity as there were natives questioned.)
(4) |

On the morning of July 28, the Battalion Commander of the
lst Battalion, 126th and the Company Commander of Company C were
caliadito General Lyman's headquarters and informed of the dangsr.
to the 127th's right flenk, They were assigned a mission "to
protcat it by putting a force in the Agno valley end were told to
report any gathering of Japanese forces parallel to the advance up
the highway." All available assistance was offered the lst Bate
talion in planning if it was needed and additlonal units would
be atteched as available. These additions consisted of extra
forward observer artillery parties and the lst Bgttalion, 1st
Pangasinen Regiment (Filipino Army) whioh was a fully recognized

guorrillé unit composed of 3 rifle companies and & headquarters

company., (The rifle companies had 3 rifle platoons each and a

(3) Personal knowledge; {(4) Personal knowledge, Statement Lt.
R. J. Peterson, I&R Platoon Leader, 127th Infantry
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smallAheadquarters pPlatoon; average strength pef company was 5
officers and 120 men.) The Headquarters and Headquarters Company
was 1n effect another ;irle company, its strength was also slight-
ly over 100, The Battalion had the normel command and staff group
found in an American Battalion but very little communication equip=-
ment and no‘heavy weapons. The tralning of this unit, as with
most gugrrilla; provincials, or Filipino Army units, waa_almost
nonexistent, By Amerioan'atandards they were 1little better than
an armed mob, (5) W

The Gammandihg Genersas)l algo advised the C Company Commander
and the Commender of 1st Battalion, 126th, that additional supply
and evacuation facilities would be unavailable except for an ‘ _
occasional air drop but thet funds wére available to hire native
carriers, The Commanding Géneral wished to be 1nrbrmsd of the
general plan the following afternoon, 29 July.

Upon erriving back at the Battalion area the Battalion
COmmander decided to send C Company into the valley rathar'than
move one of his’other companies, The Battalion Commander outlined
a rough scheme of maneuver, and adiiséd the C Company Commander to
follow it, He placed any of the facilities of the Battalion at
the disposai of C Company's Commander, That afternoon two air
missions were flown over the valley in CUBS of the 120th FA Bat-
tallon, 'One mission was riown by the Compeny Commander and one
was flown by the Compeny's Exeoutive officer, who was also & plae
toon I;ader of the 2nd platoon, This was done to check the msaps
that had been 1ssued and to check for signs of the enemy. The
maps proved falrly sccurate judging by Pacific standards, and

numerous slgns were noted of the presence of Japanese troops, (6)

(5) Personel knowledge; {6) Eye wlitness
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The small CUBS were forced to fly, for the most pdrt, several

thousand feet above the valley's floor'beoause of strong wind
currents, The abrupt mountains and steep, winding canyons made
the operation of the planes difficult, and consequently observa=-

tion at times was spotty., Several important points were learned

“however, the maps were grossly in error between Bugulas and

Kebayan. (See Map B} There were mountains where none gppeared
on the map and the river took several abrupt changes in direc~-
tion where the map éhawed it to run straight, The town of lutab
appeared to be strongly garrisoned as did Kabayan., (7) There
was & great deal of litter in the streéts and from the air the
rice paddies surrounding the towns showed plainly meny trails
where the stelks now ripe had been broken by the passage of
innumerable people,

One more flight wes thought needed, if possible, at a lower
altitude, The Company Executivé Officer was assigned this mission

~and given several gpecific points on which additlonal observation

was thought desirable,

e
K \,,L.\-«"

A written plen was drawn up on the evening of the 28th for ;
presentation to the General along with the lists of requests:
The Force, to be ealled Task Force Earmpr, would be composed of
Company C == L officers and 150 men, 4 heavy machine guns and
2_81-mm mortars -- with an officer and 40 of the men of Company 5 \
D; 1 officer and 20 men from Headquartera and Headquarters A
Company to act as S=-4; 1 officer MAC and 1/2 Battalion aild
personnel; 3 forward observer parties previously offered; lst
Battalion, lat Pangasian Regiment less 1ts Battalion Commander,
a Ii'Colonel, and the Battalion Executive Officer, a Major (as it

(7) Eye witness, Statement of 1Lt R. J. Petarson, I&R Platoon
Leader, 127th Inrantry



reconnaissanc

was believed that it would be unadvisable to have officers
present who were senior to the Tgsi Foroe Commander,) It was
suzgeated that 200 native carriers be employed for lupplies and
97&°“ﬂt1°nv&%§¢ir drops appeareﬂ IESEEEEI:;;;;\riQm the prior airx
except 1n possibly two places, The force would be
divided into four separate eombat groups, Three would consist
of & rifle platoon and a guerrilla company each, Headquarters
C Company, Headquarters Company of the Guerrilla Battalion and D
Company attachments would form the fourth. .One group was to
enter the valley the day prior to the start of the mission to
secure'é base of operation; the balance of the force yduld proceed
1nto_the valley on theIBlst. The plan of maneuver would be td
push one or more_groups-up.tha valley to a position in line with
the 12? edvance and prepare a defensive position, The balance
of the force would then join the parimeter, leaving hahind a small
rear guard, This operation would then be repeated and the rear
guard would be moved forward to the second defensive position.
The river was to be used extensively for flenk security as the
advance continued. crossingdand recrossing was contemplated

frequently if the need arose, Any deception possible would be‘
used.e;:)hny strong points believed beyond the capabllities of

the force would be hypasse%%\and regiment notified. Because of

the unreliability and poor status of trainiug of the Guerrilla
Battalion%)serious engagements would be avoided if at all posaible,
An additional light machine gun was requested, giving the force

a total of 3 lights, one to each group; 6-300 radios were requested,
6he to each rifle group'and 3 to Company Headquarters; Addltional
8CR $36's were requested to give the foroe a total of 12, Loecal

w2
security for our supply points along the highwaghto be provided
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by troops now guarding the highway(afg 1astl3@ ocensional
£
air missions be flown by the artillery CUBS -~ as orten as

cf advanee. (8) _

<These requests of the C Company Commander and his plaha were
appfoved with one exception, The Ezeeﬁtiva Officer of the
Guerrilla Bat;alion would accompany the Battalion, However it
was firmly established that the Commander Company C was in command
and a deflnite succession of command wes laid down from the ¢
Company Commander to the C Gampaﬁy Executive Officer and in the
event o: their both becoming casualties, the platooh leadei of D
Company was next in line of commend, After the pl&n was approved
by the Commanding General, dompany C set about the balance of
their preparation. (9)

THE START INTO THE VALLEY
On the morning of 30 July, the adviig: guard of Task Force

2l
Farmer, the 24 Platoon with B Gonpany’httached started down the
trail into the vallay (see Map B) to secure and establish & base,
This was to be done at a bend 1n the river that had been previous-

ly designated by map and serial reconnajasance, All members of

‘this group were thoroughly briefed and told that knowledge of

their presence must be kept from the Japanese for at least twentye

four hours, K rations'ror three days were carried by sall men,

and twenty Igorot bearers acoompanied this group.' {10} <
Also, on the 30th the 1lnitial supply dump was eatablished ;f;ﬁﬁﬂ

under command of the AP Platqon leader who“;;s to act a&s the Tas;’

Force S-4, (See Map B} The balance of the 200 native carriers

were transported to the vicinity of the supply point and final

arrangements were mede as to their duties. Needed instructions

(8) Plan drawn and presented by author; (9) Personal knowledge;
(10) Personal knowledge



were given to them through 1nterprétera and they were assigned
to three approximately even groups of 50 odd each, this was

done for better control, The thirty carriers left over were

-instructed to form a fourth group which would later joln these

already in the valley. Each native group had a head man and a

~ -8eguendo whose pay would be alightly higher, Also, each head

man was'given a carbine, this greatly increased his prestige and
consequently cohtr&l ovef his fifty carriers, as with these primle
tive mountain ?eople & weapon (éspecially an Americen weapon)

is symbolic iifh power and authority. (11)

At 0600 the 3lat of July the balance of C Company, Head-
quarters and Eeadquarters Company, A and C Conpesnies of the
Fllipino battalicn 2nd the rest of the forees attachments en-

o MAP 2 (e 5 )
trucked at Bagulo, At 0800 the Lina of DepartureAwas reached and
tha-march into the valley began. (See Map B} The trail was “LEB"V‘7
tortuous and extremely steep and the acouts and advance guards
were continuely stopped to allow those on the'rlanks to keep in
poslition, Around 1400, when l1little more than half wey down, the
1st Platoonrthe advance guard‘ran into a small epeny foraging
party in a comodie (Yam) patch; five_enamy were killed and at
least threé‘;;;e thought to have escaped, Our presence in the
valley would now be known, if 1t 3§§f:not iiready. Speed in
closing into the prepared perimeter was now consldered essential,
The flenk guards which slowed the column were called in and

progress was faster, The river was reached, (12) A qroasing

~ was made under protection of the walting 2nd Flatoon an hour

before derk. A tight perimeter was’formed'with the carriers in
the center, During the night a number of small fires were ob-

served in the small valley due north (see Map B), but nothing

(11) Eye witness; (12) Personal knowledge
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was learned about the main valley which was the route to. be
taken the next day, The night was spent gquietly and nothing
was heard or observed by anyone along the perimeter, (13) |

The next day, 1 August,ljust after dawn the lst Platoon and
its aftached;ﬁdﬁﬁghy and a forward artillery party crossed the
river and began to move up the-valley traii; they were followed
one-half hour later by the main body., The 2nd Platoon and its
attached company and artillery party remained behind to gusrd and'
strengthen the_ggég}y ﬁase. Almost all the carriers were satarted
back up the trall to the highway uader protection of one squad of
the 2nd Platoon and one Platoon of guerrillas, The 1lst Platoon
met no resistance although signs along the trail and in huts
adjacent indicated recent and extensive use by the enemy., A halt
was called at noon.at the end of a particularly narrdw sectlion. of
the valley, The river at this point was confined in a narrow
gorge and its flow lncreased from 1ts usual repid flow(is to 18
miles an hou%)to a tumbling torrent, (14)

Two sqguads of the lst Platoon were sént aheed on reconnais-
sance., They reported that about twenty enemy soldiers were |
building a trail bloek about one kiiometer ahead of us and at
the far edge of a large cleering. (See H‘P C) The squad
leaders bélieved that the enemy could be approached qulite closely
from the river side, The Company Commander and lst Platoon's |
leader went forward to the edge of the clearing with Squad |
leaders, The 1lst Platoon leader was given the misaion of reducing
the trail block. The plan was for him to take his Platoon and
one platoon of guerrillas &ng‘get as close as possible on the
enemy flank, When 1in positioﬁ he would call.the Compény Commander
by radio., Upon his signsl three of the heavy machline guns would

(13) Eye witness; (1l4) Personal knowledge
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fire for two minutes from our edge of the clearing and one of
the D Company*s 81's would fire fifteen rounds, attempting to
straddle the trail just beyond the enemy positions, First Pla-
toon woﬁld attack the partially completed road Slock from the
flenk as abon as the machine guns and mortars ceased firing.
This simple plan worked well; twelve enemy s0ldiers were killed
and'one'committed sulcide with a grenade.’.(ls) The lat Platoon
had two wounded, one a litter case c@usad by fragments by the
suicide's grenade, As the lst Platoon attacked the foad block,
2nd Platoon'szleader reported by radio that a small patrol had
run into machine gun positions 1000 yards to their south and
east. (See Map C) Théif patrol had retired when rired on,

They also had two casualties, both guerrillas, (16)

The Company Commander decided to establish defensive posl-

" tions for the night, at the north edge of this clearing in a
. heavily wooded area, at a bend in the river, The daily repert

was made to the 127th, plans were made to evacuate the wounﬂedi
with the native carriers the next dey and preliminary plans were
made for the next day and the proposed atteck on Adeoay (see Map
C) thought to be held by at least two enpay platoons, The night
was spent qulietly and nothing of noteAreported by the perimater.
(17) | ; '

 AUGUST 2, The 3d& Platoon with A Company attached moved out

at 0530 followed bytéompanyéﬂeadquartera, Hbapon Platoon and L
Headquarters Company Guerrllles, lat Platoon with Company’ (] o
formed the rear guard, Around 1000, 3rd Platoon radioed that it
had halted 1n‘a banana grove several hundred yards from the out-
skirts of Adaocay, a town of aepproximately 40 native huts, a

church and a large school house, Two 5eman patrols were sent

(15) Eye witness; (16) Personal knowledge; (17) Personal
knowledge
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out with SCR 536's - one on each side of the town. They reported'
the placp deserted to all appearances. The force moved into the
town with two Platoons moving thfough the houses on the left of
the trail and two platoons moving through the houses on the

right of the trail. As their lsading elements entered the last
few houses, three enemy soldiérs tried to run frnﬁ_hiding in a
shed to the rear of one of the nativo huts. As they were fired
on, several more Japaness hiding under the church, which was
built on 2-foot stilis, opened fire on the guerrillaa, who had
byrassed them. Headguarters Personnel, Q'Qompany, promptly bowled
hand grenades under the chufch, but nct’ﬁgéifjone guerrilla had
been kllled, One man of th§ 1st Platoon and two guarfillas ware

, wounded_by the four enemy soldiers found under the church, only
three of whom were armed. (18) 127£h was informed that Adaoay
had been reached. Regimsntal S-3 ordered the Company Commander to
remaln in the vicinity 9; Adaoay and aswalt orders to move (a
sectiqn ofgﬁﬁs“highla;:iad besn blown, again holding up the
regiment}. (19) o

At this point the Company Commander had three pressing.
problems: ' | _

(1) His base, now that the carriers had returned with e full
load, had a large amount of rations and ammunition - sufrieiant
for 4 days normal operations., His main force had been resupplied
by small groups of ecarriers snd had supplies for at least 13 day,~
to continue to build up the dump at the rear base would make 1t
difficult to move, amd (20)

(2) As the force moved up the valley the already long supply
lines would stretch still farther, Evacuation of wounded to the
highway was now over 18 houras, not counting ﬁalta for darkness.

{18) Personal knowledge; (19) Statement of Col. Frank W. Murphy,
Commanding 127 RCT; (20) Personal knowledge
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(3) He could not.nornally.expaet another nighﬁ free from
attack. Almost any sert of organlized or prepared attack, because
of the 500 poorly trained guerrillas, must be avoided and
egpeclally one at night.

The first problem could possibly be solved by an air ‘
reconnalssance misasiocn by the artillery cubs. One of the natlve
seguendos had reported the exlstence of a trall between Apunan
on the highway and the village of Eabayan. (8ee Mep C) If this .
trail eetually existed and Eabayan was reached the supply and
evacuation route could be cut to 8 hours. The cubs were asked to
f£ind this trail. Alsc, the 3-4 (A%P Platoon leader) was ordered
to check on 1ts exlstence and if hs‘found it to reconnolter 1t az
best he could. The plan to avold asaight attsek was simply to with-
draw to an unimown position. at night and if the enemy attacked, let
him find a vacated position. The 1last Platoon was sént across ﬁhs
river to Efgo%ffto find a suitable position fer the perimeter,

An excollon£_;n§ was found egfly in the afternoon on a large,

rocky, flat knoll heavily overgrown with high bushes. (See Map C)
Positions for each platoon of the entire forece were laid out and.
arrangements made foria guide to take each platoon into 1ts position
a3 1t erossed the river. Wire was strung across the river under
water to assist the men in crossing. A few minutes before dark

the 1lst echelon - the 8lmm and 60mm moriar men - moved cut of the
tom. The rest of the forece followed and the center of Adaoay was
thoroughly booby trapped. ‘(21)

The pesition in Kagosit was about 800 yards due eﬁat of
Adacay., The D Company Platoon Leadaf had volunteered to remain

(21) Eys witness
) 14



on the Adacay side of the river with one of pis Sergeants and had
dug-in in a thicket at the edge of the'river bank, They were

gbout 250 yards from the town. Mortars were sel up as socon as
posslble with the aid of a Séetion Sergeant who had previously
crossed with the lst Platoon. The balance of the force took up its
poaltion In the perimeter and settled fof the night. A few mlnutes
after 0100 a grenade exploded in the town and was Immedlately
followed by 2 others. The two S8lmm and two 60mm mortars commenced

firing. The~ngpany Platoon Leador, in an exclied tone, attempted

M'to give sonsing. Tha nortars fired untll each had but 20 rounds
‘left. The observer rsportod that he ecould not tell deflnite

results but that most of the fire had landed near the center of the
town. Two more booby traps exploded and the reat of the night was
spent quietly. Several perimeter guards later reported hearing
heavy splashes in the river. (22) |

AEGUST 3. As soon as it was light the next day a aquad of
the 3rd Platoon wes seit across the river to aaesrtain the damage
of the night before. This proved useless, although the buildings
had sﬁffered considerable damage, little else could be learned as

- $0 results - or as to the number of Japanese casualties, one or

"y _
two remalning booby trapijis plcked up and the squad returned.

The rear base was ordered to move forward with all 1its

supplies. -This meant a double load for the carriers hence their

progress would be slow. A squad of the lst Platoon and a Platoon-'

of Guerrilles ware sent back along the trall to meet them at a
prearranged spot. This was done for additional protection as the

bulk of the Force's supplies were on this carrier train. The

{22) Personal knowledge
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balasnce of the lat Platoon end its attached company were sent out

ﬁFon two patrols - one to Apunan, and ome to Bila. (See Map D) R

Both towns were to be partially burned, Bila to be burned at

least one hour after Apunan. As these barrlios were on a goaﬁ_trail

o Bokod, a sizeable town socme 25 mlles south and east. It was
hoped that this might deceive the enemy into believing that Boked
was our objective.

Around 1500 the rear bass with all its personnel snd supplies

had elosed into the perimetar, one carrier had been drowned In

‘making their first river erossing that morning. (23) During_ppe

b

Va

of the-regular reports to Regiment, the Commanding Officer asked
permission to move the next day to Lutab. (8es Map D) This

request was granted, also the exlztence of the suspected trail was

" confirmed by Regiment. (See Map D) 'The lst Platoon's patrols

. ,
A et

Qkf;érgturned sbout 1800 with two wounded. The Guerrillas returned

. loaded down with whatever they could earry from the houaehold

effeets of the twe villages. The Patrel Leader, the lst Flatoon
Leader, complained that they had been arllittle use to him all day
and attributed his two wounded men directly to their laeck of

support. (24) This was not the Firast time the Filipino soldiers

had perrornedApobrly and punlshment of some kind was needed. The

two offending Platoons were made first to take all the articles

taken from the towns and throw them into the river. Then they were
essligned torsot up thelr own #orinetor aome 700 yards north of the
rest of the foreces In addition to dizeliplining them, for they

were guite worried about leaving the.preteetién of the mailn perimeter

this also secured and partislly protected the best means of

(23) Statement of Lt. Gordon B. Ingram, Company C, Executive officer;
(24) 3tatement of Lt. Olen Johnscn, Platoon Leader
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approach to the main body's position, During the night the
artillery observers who had been inactive so far had their
battalions fire concentrations on Iutab and on seieral small
towns in the valleys in the west, (See Map D) (25)

AUGUST 4, At 0700 on the Lth cof August the entire force
movedlout heading for Luteb with the exception of a few carrlers
and their escort who were to evacuate the wounded, ome of whom
had dlied during thé night despite the.efforts of Lt Geick, the -
MAC, At 0800 the 24 Platoon leader reported they had reached the
trail.Junction. (See Map D) Following the prearranged plan of
the night before the 24 and 34 platoons with their attached
companies took the higher and right trail to Intab, The 1s%
Platoon and its atteched oompeny followed by Company Headquarters
end the carriers and with Guerrilla Headquarters Company forming
the rear guard took the lowe} and less exposed trell, 300 radio
contact was maintained between groups and the lead elements of
both columns were kept'abreast. A position 900 yards south of
Lutadb was reaoﬁed at 1100 hours. Here the two trails ran closely
together, (See Map D) ¥inal plans and a short reconnelssance
were mede before taking the town, Resistance was light; two men
of the 3d platoon were wounded, (26) The platoons and companles
took up theif prearranged defensive positions and the perimeter
was organized with the cerrlers spread throughout its center,

The large supply dump was set up under the direction of the lst
Sergeant, Two patrols ware sent cut to recomnoiter the route to
Kabayen, Around 1600 the ceﬁter of the town received mortar fire
from several 90-mum mortars, (27) It did litile demage to C
bompany personnel but inflicted some on the guerrillas who had
net completed.digging in, A number of therguerrillas panicked

(25, 26, 27) Eye witness
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and ran wildly about, After two good concentrations the mortars

ceaged firing, a sectien of the heavy machine guns had in the

‘meantime fired on aeveral likely OP*s, The 2nd Platoon had only

a few seratohes. The guerrilla casualties were: 4 dead and 7
wounded and also & few of the cerriers hurt, The Aid Station
apent a rather busy evening, eapeciélly 80 a8 the casualties

eould not be évacuated. (28} Evacuation had to walt until
Kabayan was taken and the new trail reached, (See Map E)

Patrols returned around 1800 with some valuable informeation, (29)
They reported the existence of a swinging cable bridge across the
river 100 yards aouth of Kabayan, This bridge was guarded by a
few enemyﬂsoldiers. They also reported that south of Kabayan a
flat area of small rice paddles end garden patches would enable
the Force_to attack on a wider front than was usually used bdbut
that we would have to eross 150 yards of completely bare ground,
Lastly, they had encountered s native and had forced him to
return with tham, this man provided information about the strengﬁh
in Xabaysn, 70 Japanese and some machine guns, One other impore
tant point was an enemy\observﬁtion post east of the town on a
high hill from which they could seé Lutab and the rice paddiés en
its outskirts, (See Map E) That evening partial plans were made

to attack Kabayan, The Ccmpany Commander would use the lst and

;Brd platoons and their attached companies and all additional BAR

'?fmen in the entire force woulq\aocompany them, Thls was a total

of about 50 BAR's. Also 2 light machine guns and 2 60's,
Artillery would probably not be used but one observer would
accompany them, The balance of the Force would remain'behind
under command of the 2nd Flatoon leader (the Company Exec) until

(28) Eye witness; Partial Report, Sgt Chester Williamson,
(29) Personal knowledge
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ordered forward, Those remaining at the rear base must be pre=-
pared to move out 10 minutes after receipt of movement orders.
AUGUST 5, A little over an hour befofe dawn, the advapce
column left the perimeter, they moved as rapidly &s possible,
(30) At the first light they were well over half way to Kabayan
and under the lea of the hil; which obscured them from the Jap
0P, (See Map E) From then on progress was slow, ' The column
moved off the trail but continued parallel to it, keeping as
close as possible and taking advantages of the excellent conoceal-
ment orrexed by the heavy undergrowth, At 0800 the edge of the
| fields south of Kabayan 3%93 reached by the lead scoutg, After
a hasty reconnaissence by the company commander a plan simllar to
thet made the evening before was adopted. The 1lst and Brd Platoons
were to attack abreast, one platoon cq#ering the advence of the
otherkby fire. Additional BAR men would be divided evenly. This
'gave each platoon a strength of about 45 and over half of that 45
were BAR's., There were no good fields of fire or poéitions for
the machine guns,' They were to follow the qampanywcommander,
echeloned to the rear and 25 paces apart and with the.lst squad
25 ﬁaoes behind the company commander, One guerrilla company
would seize the hridgg, one company would be in reserve lese one
platoon which would follow the 3rd platoon on the right. The
mortars would initially hit the center of the town and walk their
fire back to the far side of the town unless directed to fire on
other targets, The attack started on a signal from the Company
Commander's messenger, the lst platoon moved forward rapidly
across the small gerden patoches and rice paddies supported by the
fire of the 3rd platoon and using marching fire as they advanced

on the outskirts of the town, They halted at a strong stone wall
(30) Eye witness
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25 yards from the first group of houses, and they had covered
almost 100 yards before the first man was hit. (31) The 3rd
Platoon then moved up on the line with the'lst platoon at the
wall from which position both platoons took up the final assault.
The Japanese had been caught completely by surprise and resis-
tance although participated in by‘almost all the enemy was une
organized and ineffectual. Within 15 minutes both platoons had |
reached the north edge of the town. (32) The enemy had been
| cleared from Kebayan, a few snipers continued to fire from posl-
tions part way up the hill that they used &s an OP. This was
extreme rifle range and very inaccurate, however the mortars and
the machine guns soon drove them back over the top of the hill
and'gut of range, The guerrillas had meantime selized the bridge
and the reserve was moved up to take their part in the rebrgani~
zation and defense of the town. .(33)' There wefé‘over 50 enemy
dead; our casualties were 3 killed aq@ﬂ? wounded; éueriiilas
2 killed and 3 wounded. The rear base in Lutab was contacted by
redio snd ordered to move forward, a platoon was sent back along
the trail to meet them, The rear base closed into the perimeter
around noon, Carriers were hurried through their mid-day meal
and most of them were immediately started up the new trail under
a strong guard., The casualties were littered out with them, those
that had occurred in the taking of Kabayaﬁ and elsc those who
had been wounded the day before, With them went about e half
dozen men who had jungle ulcers or jungle rot, The Medico had

urged their evacuation., (34) The present position in Kabayan

R \
LY oA,
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was reported to Regiment, now approaching Mt, Osdung.

(See HaP'E). Regiment ordered the Force to remain ln Kabayan
(31, 32) Eye witness; (33) Personal knowledge; (34) Eye witness

20



and hold the crossing, The River at this point was extfamely
swift and unfordeble, Rapids extended rrom.Kabgyan down stream
to Lutab and up stream for about two miles, Aéai%iénﬁl orders
were to continue with a strong foree up the valley to eventually
effect a junction with the 127th et or near Buguias; as per‘the
original mission, (35}

The 2nd platoon with ita attached company was assigned this

. task, The Company Commander reinforced this group with two light

3
y ™

machine guns and a 60—mm jungle mortar, A dozen of the remaining
carriers were also atteched as extra bearers. The 2nd Platoon
moved out around 1400, Their objectivef\a small mountein to the
right sr=dd of the main trail and two or three miles north of
Kebayan, At 1800 the 2nd Platoon reported that they had estab-
lished a perimeter approximately three miles up the trail, They
could not define their position any closer, the map was 80 greatly
in error that it was practically useless, (See Map E). The
balance of the force crosged the river té e better derenéive
position on the west side. (See Map E) The platoon of guerrillas
and a squad of the lst Platoon remeined on the far side to guard
the approach torthe bridge. The night was spent quietly on fhe
perimeter, (36) A great deal of artillery and mortar fire was
heard apparently to tga north and some firing at a lesser distance
to the south. Beoausé of the mountains, continual wind in the

valley sound had already been extremely to 103&#9.
THE IAST DAY
AUGUST 6, Eerly next morning securlity patrols were sent

out on both aldes of the river and sdditionsl defensive installa-

tiona were comstructed, Around 0900 2 natives, both wounded by

(35) Personal knowledge; Orders of Major Schwartz, 8-3, 127th
Infantry; (36) Personsl knowledge
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grenades, were brought to the Commend Post by one of the bridge
guards, They told a curious storyy—aleng with five others, two
of whom were uomeﬁ they hed hidden in the.hills aoross the river
from Lutab for several weeks, they saw our force take Lutab on
the Lth of August, It had been their intention to cross the
river and put themselves under our protection, They had waited
until the next day to ocross the river. Their progress had been
slow for fear of running into any of the enemy and when they
finally entered Lutad they found our foreces gone, They then
decided to spend the night in Lutab, and try to join us the next
day., During the night a tew_Japanase had attacked the town, (37)
. In the darkness these natives had either been misteken for Ameriean
soldiers or had been attacked out of spite, The other five had .
been killed, they were quite surg;and they did not know whether
or not the enemy remalned in Lutab after the attack, They had
hidden in the underbrush and had slipped out while the Japs were
still in the town. Ohe of these natives wanted the Company
Commander to send a patrol back to Luteb for the bodies of two of
his relatives, This of course could not be done, At 1200 hours
the 2nd Pletoon reported thai: they had re’achad the point they
estimated to be a mile or tuo south of Buguias, (See Map F)

They had killed seven of the enemy during the morning advance and
had found them all in groups of two's or three's, evidently
stregglers from the fighting on the highway. (38) At 1400 the
2nd Platoon leader radioced that his force had been hit and wes
pinned down, he had only sixr or eight casualties but couldn't
move a man without getting him hit, Two of his suerfillas Pla~
toons, the only ones not pinned down, had taken off and he

(37) Personal knowledge; Late Statement of Colonel Yoshtomi,
Commending 58 Brigade; (38) Statement of Lt, Gordon B, Ingrem,
Platoon Leader,
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didn't know what he could do, (39) He explained his situation
rurther. That morning; they met no resistance and he had pushed
his scouts hard in an attempt to reach Buguias or its outskirts
as soon as possible, At one point the river ran through 8 DATTOW
steep gorge for about 400 yards., (See Map E) In order to save
time in passing through this gorge Be decided to hold two
guerrilla platoons back at the entrance to the gorge and to hurry
on through with his platoon and the other guerrillas, When they
_were half way through they noticed a party of Japanese golng in
the opposite direction and on the opposite side of the gorge,
They were at a distance of, at the moat, 300 feet and slightly
lower on another trail, The gorge was bare of almost all vege-
tation and why neither saw'the other was difficult to understand,
The 2nd Platoon and the guerrillas fired first tumbling a number
of the Japs off thé trail and down many hundred feet into the |
river below, None of the men had continued on to the mouth of
the gorge to proteet their front which had now actually become
their flank, A machine gun later joined‘by another opened up
from eomawhe:e in the rear of the Jap column, Every one hit the
trail and although they had taken casualtles initially they took
nc more as long as they were prone and protested by the small
nollow in back of the trail's edge, The Jap's were still enocugh
below so that the edge of the trall and the slight hollow behind
it afforded p;otection; but if the enemy found a way up the sieep
wall on their side, they would have been able to place fire'on-
these troops. The 2nd Platoons attached machine guns were also
pinned down and its lone mortar had used up all its ammunition
and gotten no reaults.\;The Company could not reach the platoon

with their 8l-mm mortars so it was planned to use artillery.

(39) Personal knowledge; Statement of Lt, Gordon B. Ingraa
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The 2nd Platoon's forward observer's radlc was out but by use of
the 300 and raléy through one of the other artillery observer's
radics a rire mission was called. As the gorge was narrow and
qulte steep the 2nd Platoon artillery observer requested high
angle fire, The mission was somewhat delayed due to the radio
rqlay and over a dozen rounds were used to adjust. Finally the
artillery was zeroed in, With each wvolley a few Een were able to
run back along the trail out of the gorge, The artillery was
most effective and one or two instances it started minor land
slides, Once the platoon leader got his machine guns out and
set up the Japanese were forced to withdraw and he was able to
evacuate his casualties. (40) His casualties were: 2 killed
and 3 wounded, 4 guerrillas kllled, 3 carrieras killed ané 2
wounded. A bypass route was found shortly and the force again
started for Bugulas at 1700, They reached a small knoll at its
outskirts around 1800, just as the 2nd Battalion 127 entered the
town from the east, (See Map E) A junction had been made and
that phase of the operation over, (kl) ¢ Company and 1ts attached
guerrillas had completed their mission and hoped to be relieved.

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM
In atudying this operation, the end of the war greatly helped

in forming opinions, I was able to telk, mostly through inter=-
preters, to.the commanders of surﬁenﬂering units whq had fought
against us actively; or whose units had., These commenders ine

cluded two general officers, several full colonels, and a number

of field grade and company grade offlcers,

(40) Peraocnal knowledge; Stetement of NCO, 2nd Platoon and
Statement of Lt. Gordon B, Ingram, Platoon lLeader; (41l) Perscnal
knowledge
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I believe that the entire operation of C Gompaﬁy and its
attached battalion was unnecessary, and a iaste of man power,
rations, smmunltion, and the pay received by the carriers, The
flank and rear of the Regiment could have been much better pro-~
tected, at a smaller cost than 6ver 60 killed and wounded, if
the force had been stationed slong or near the main highway and
had patrolled to the flank., I doubt if any real protectlion was
glven the regiment at all except as possibly by creating a.minof
diversion. As to warning the regiment of an 1mpend1hg flenk
attack, it could have been better done by troop outposts, statloned
near the exposed flank and spread over a wider'aréa. This is
especially true when you realize that C comﬁany'aﬁd its attach-
ments were seldom able to observe or control more than a scant
two or three miles along 1ts line of advance, Also, any crossing
of the river a few miles ahead,gé“bahind would have been un-
observed, .

ﬁith the end of the war a week later and the subsegquent
surrender of Japanese troops, CHGompany arranged for the surrender
of a large number of prisoners. They included the remnants of
one Japanese indgpendent mixad brigade, part of énother brigade,
part of an imperisl division and several other smaller units,

A total of over 2500 troops and bdefore the Company was relieved,
they negotiated for the surrender of additional hundreds, All of
these troops had been in the general vielnity of C Company's
operation, at least within a day or so's march of C Gompanj's
various perimeters,

It 1s hardly good military tactics to send one rifle company
and 500 untrained militiemen into an erea containing several
thcusagd and more of the enemy, especially so when any available

supporting troops are a 12 to 24 hours distant, Adeguate
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intelliéence could and should have been ascertained as to
Japanese strength and disposition bYeforehand, I believe that
the higher echelons took a decided risk with this force. Hﬁt a
calculated risk at all but one based on poor guess work with no
thought at all given to supporting or reinforcing C Company if
the need arose, ' |

’

Surprise, extreme good ro:tune, and the fact that the ade-

| vance was made parallel to and in front of an enemy MIR and also

' parallel and behind an outpost line are the only reasons the

entire force was not attacked, surrocunded and destroyed,

Lack of adequate qemmnnications prevented the enemy from
organizing in time for any worthwhile attack, With his communi=-
cétion dependent almost entirely on messenger and the terrain
difficult to negotiate, we had in mqst cases moved before he
could group a force sufficiently large to attack. One other
fact that helped C Company was poor disposition of the Jepanese
troops, one commander held the outpost line and another comménder
responsible to a different headquarters helﬁ the MIR, Thelr
6rders also had been vague and their responaibilities concerning

any action in the velley itself poorly defined, Both were

reluctant to move from their primary defensive pesitions and

attack us in any strength in places they considered outside of

their limiting points,

The enemy also discounted first reports of our presence in

‘the valley and stubbornly,believed'that any Amerlcan attack

would come from the highway heasded in an easterly direction

agalirnst their positions of Mts Libung, Akl, and Ambubungan,

(See Map B)
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The 2d Platoon leader, through 4 _g_r_ave Lgi-rér of several
basic rules of tactics, jeopardized and alﬁogt.lost over half
his entire.rorce of 150 mén. 150 men are often too large a
number to entrust to the command of an extremely Junior lieutenant
during his first campaign, Also, the lives of a thousand men are
too great a responsibility to be placed on a company commander,
This is espeeially true when the type of terrain 1s considered,
My past experience had been restricted to jungle warfare, I was
totally ignorant, for the most part, of employment of troops 1n
the open terrain which was encountered on several oéoasions.

I was unable to emploj the 4th Guerrills Company having no addi-
tional rifle units which could be attached, Their training end
lack of dependability made it lmpossible to use them alone,
This company consumed about 1000 rations that were hand carried
over difficult trails and could provide nothing to the operation,
Obviously, I should have foreseen this,

" Po summarize results, the Task Force accomplished its

mission, It effected the junction at Bugules and the Regimental

Flank was not attacked.

However, littie of a'tactical_nature.was éained and nc worth

‘}while ground held with the exception of the bridge at Kabayan,

“The enemy lost some equipment, some materiel, that he could not

:replaee and had suffered over ;50 dead., Our losses in materlel

were slight and casunalties much less,

S
| LESSONS
Some of the lessons learned in this operation are:
y 1. Placing e Company Commander of one unit over a battalion

or acting battalion commander of another unit often mekes for

hesitancy of command,
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2, Speed of movement is essentisl to an inferior force.

1 It enablqa on6 to strike at woakly derended points ‘and retire or

.{.ir“

‘pass on the*positions of safety,

3 complote cemunieatioqg are essential to successful

[N o i, G e YT e BT - S R T L.uqu'-‘ﬁ_,“
e .

operations, 4Additional redios can of ten be put to good_usa.
Lo Reservegpghould be placed so that they can be quickly
o ' 1employed. They must be in a position to influence thé actions
‘ u‘; decisézaly. D£ﬂjjﬂ4%www;&*J

S5 Adequate intelligence4by ‘higher | headquarters is &
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necessity, and is frequently omitted.

—

6. Good NCO's who have been g17en responsibility in past

T o e ey

operations will perrorm well when responajbility is intelligently

A v DR

increased, As an exemple, good squad leaders in many cases
.dégditaﬁly commanﬁed guerrilla platcons,

7. When extra combat troops in any sizeable number are
attached to a companya{ﬁome prcvision must be made to add a small

gtarf.
- 8, Knowledge of the enamy*s character, habits, national

tralits ﬂgi-a decided a@vantage.

Qe Daception ¢an confuse the enemy anﬁ help both an attaok

T T pet 7

or a defense, _

10, High angle artillery fire can be brought in quite
close to the 1 troops it fired on & far slope of ‘a Steep and
parrow canyon, Shorts are then not shorts but merely rounds ﬁ
that lend below the intended center of impact,

11, Aerial reconnaissance can ha?of great help in plenning

and can be advantageously used during the conduct of an opera=-

tion,

1z, Failure to post proper local securitgHgggmfgq§ 1s often
fatal,
RCEIRY
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13+ Varied terrain calls for different taecties, Jungle

T ey AL 1 et S B e = AP A o, s v

fighting can't be used in open ccuntry and vice versa,
14, Surprise 1s one of the best weapons a commander has,

It will orten spell the difference between quick succeas and

long costly fighting.
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